Last week, the ULS, Department of Commeroe announced that consumer spending had sialled. But
even if we are spending lesa, it be a long tme before retall stores fade from thelr central role in the
patterns of North American daily life. Jeck Bishop, a young New Bronswick painter, recently turned
his brush to exploring those retail-therapy routines. Now, with a show of his artwork on in Halifax,
‘Bishop talks to Leah Sandals about that oh-so-persistent call of the mall.

Q Inthe past pouw've painted standard portraits
and landscapes. What inspired this series on retail
enironments?
A At Christmas time 1 was doing & lot of shopping
with my girkfriend, and I was overwhelmed with the
wary it pets with the erowde. I've never been a very
good shopping baddy with her, but particularly not
thak canrd

As a response, | thought of making a fonny paint-

ing of & bunch of peeple shopping. But rather than
making it realizstic, | wanted tonse repeat pattern,
something that could underiine the patterns of
peaples shopping behaviours.

Q Newe Fruroneick artist Glenn Hall kas called your
eoarhe “Thon Thomuson ab Wal-Mart.® What'ls your reae-
tiom fo thard

A I'm reéally humbled by it [ did consider a ot of
the Group of Seven's work In the way they used
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thick paint application. And 1 think in many ways
that the Group of Seven is the Tast period of art
thatakot of people understand. Here some of those
ideas about land have been applied to the retal
landscape, or the geography of nowhere, as some
people have put it

Q" The way yot patnt relall entironments can read
oIf @ criitgue of consumertem. Yel the art market is
also quite consurmerisl, and pour paintings ane pard
aff Lt irarker. Heove do you resoloe this?

A ['think T just had to aceept a while ago that
becanse of the way 1 worked — having a full-time
studio practics — showing and selling the work is
super-important. Aleo, [ think of these works more
as satire than as social realism or heavily palitical
work — because in the end these are paintings, and
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they take this form of & préecious art object

Q You uzed to work in retail, How does that qffeet
el woay pou made thise arfworks?

A [ acioally worked 'at Eent Bullding Supplies in the
paint department. The fact that T mixed paint for
that job brings things full drcle in some wayve When
I'm mixing coloors for my paintings, [ already know
certain formulas, like beo parts magenta and three
parts black, from that fob. Thi titles also tore o page
from the intercom of the store: “Greater selection,
Garantesd Satistaction” and all that

0 These paintings are based on photographis taken
in stores. IHd pou coer rum e problems dofng
thati

A I did take some photographs, mostly as refer-
cnce for patterns. I'd just go inside the Atlantic

Superstore; they have a food court upstalrs, which
helps because I'm working with Kind of an asrial
view. I'm inconspicuous as possible because It's mot
exactly kosher to be doing these kinds of things.
Emplovees have definitely asserted their authority
when theyve s=en me photogpraphing. But the thing
iz, I even develop the photographs at Superstore in
their lab there, 20 I'm & costomer in & lot of ways.

Q Do you feel diseowraged about the levels of con-
strmplion i our soctely

A I doe't ko T feed discouraged. [ think it's a good
thing that peophe have the kind of scoess to food that
we do now. We didn’t have that a hundred vears ago.
My poal §s to make a kind of modern history painting,
something with & narmative or mythology everyone
can understand, Some people might be able to look

at it and read the image in terms of 1 can remember
walitig in line st this box store clearanoe event.” And
the bright colours bring it back to a contemparey
style, 20 people can enter in that way, too,

0§ What’s nest for tond

A U've been collecting real estate magazines, those
mass-produced fivers with small Hstings of houses.
And I've made a few small collages by cotting out all
the houses and turning it into my own gridded-off
suburbla [t's been on the shelf for a while .. but T've
got a motto that T don't have to use all my good ideas
at oo

I Jack Bishop: ... Customer Service, Please contimoes
to April 18 at Gallery Page and Strange in Halkfc: Visit
wrvwpageandstrange com for mone information.
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